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1 . SPANISH AMBASSADOR ALGIERS MANUECO CALLED ON FOREIGN 
MINISTRY SECYGN BENHABYLES APRIL 2. MOHANED ABERKANE, 

CHEIF OF NORTH AMERICAN AND WESTERN EUROPEAN AFFAIRS AT 
FOREIGN MINISTRY, TOLD ME THAT MANUECO HAD TELEPHONED 
MINISTRY EARLIER MORNING APRIL 2 DEMANDING EXTRAORDINARY 
APPOINTMENT WITH BOUTEFLIKA. ABERKANE SAID THAT "BOUTEFLIKA 
BEING BUSY AT PRESIDENCY", MANUECO HAD TO MEET WITH 
BENHABYLES. (BOUTEFLIKA SEES NO ONE BUT FOREIGN MINISTERS 
AND SAUDI AMBASSADOR). ABERKANE STATED THAT MANUECO 
PRESENTED CALL IN CONTEXT OF FOLLOW-UP TO SPANISH FOREIGN 
MINISTRY'C ALLING IN OF ALGERIAN AMBASSADOR (REFTEL). 

2. IN APRIL 4 CONVERSATION WITH ME, MANUECO DISMISSED HIS 
CALL ON BENHABYLES AS ONE OF SIMPLY SEEKING "CLARIFICATION" 

ABOUT WHAT ALGERIANS PLANNED TO DO ABOUT CUBILLO'S 
BROADCASTS ON SHORTWAVE. WHEN ASKED WHETHER HE HAD 
RAISED BOMB EXPLOSION AT LAS PALMAS AND AIRCRAFT 
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COLLISION HE REPLIED THAT THERE REALLY WAS NO 
DIRECT LINK TO CUBILLO IN THESE MATTERS AND THAT HE 
HAD JUST MENTIONED ISSUES IN PASSING AS EXAMPLE OF HOW 
POPULAR EMOTIONS IN SPAIN WERE BEING AROUSED AGAINST 
ALGERIA BY CONTINUED ALGERIAN SUPPORT OF CUBILLO. 

WHEN ASKED WHAT RESPONSE HE HAD RECEIVED FROM 
BENHABYLES, HE RESPONDED THAT HE HAD GOTTEN USUAL DOSE 
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OF PHILOSOPHIC RAMBING ABOUT GOA NOT BEING RESPONSIBLE 
FOR CUBILLO. MANUECO TREATED AFFAIR QUITE CASUALLY. 

3. ABERKANE, WITH WHOM I SPOKE WHILE MANUECO WAS 
MEETING WITH BENHABYLES, CONVEYED IMPRESSION THAT 
MANUECO WAS MUCH MORE AROUSED THAN MANUECO INDICATED. AND 
WE TEND TO BELIEVE MANUECO GLOSSING OVER MATTER. NO 
AMBASSADOR IN ALGIERS EXCEPT SAUDI REQUESTS TO MEET WITH 
BOUTEFLIKA EXCEPT ON MATTERS OF GREAT IMPORTANCE AND 
REQUEST IN ITSELF SUGGESTS GREATER DEGREE OF CONCERN 

THAN MANUECO INDICATED. WE SUSPECT EMBASSY MADRID GETTING 
STRAIGHTER STORY THAN WE ARE HERE. 

4. IN MY CONVERSATION WITH ABERKANE I COMMENTED THAT TO 
ME IT SEEMED IDIOTIC FOR ALGERIANS TO SUPPORT CUBILLO IN 

SUCH VENTURES AS LAS PALMAS BOMBING AND THEREBY ASSUME PART 
OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR 570 DEAD. ABERKANE SHRUGGED AND 
SAID THAT IN ADDITION TO DESIRE TO RETALIATE FOR 
MADRID ACCORD, ALGERIANS WANTED TOOL FOR USE IN 
PRESSURING SPAIN. ABERKANE STATED THAT ALGERIA 
FEARED MOROCCO WOULD ULTIMATELY GAIN CONTROL OF 
CANARY ISLANDS AND THAT SUCH MOROCCAN EXPANSION WAS 
SOMETHING ALGERIANS COULD NOT TOLERATE. HE STRESSED, 
HOWEVER, THAT CUBILLO WAS AFFAIR OUT OF FOREIGN MINISTRY 
HANDS AND WAS BEING HANDLED BY FLN AND PRESIDENCY (USUALLY 
PRESIDENCY OMITTED FROM SUCH AN ALGERIAN ACCOUNTING). 

5. IN CURIOUS ASIDE, ABERKANE NOTED THAT SPANISH 
LEFTISTS ACCUSE CUBILLO OF BEING INSTRUMENT OF 
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AMERICAN IMPERIALISTS, IF NOT OF CIA. IN RESPONSE TO MY 
REQUEST FOR EXPLANATION OF SUCH REASONING, HE RESPONDED 
THAT SPANISH LEFTISTS ARGUE THAT CANARY ISLANDS LIBERATION 
MOVEMENT ACTIVITY WILL RESULT IN SPANISH GOVERNMENT'S 
APPROACH TO US FOR ASSISTANCE, PRICE OF WHICH WOULD BE 
NATO BASE IN LAS PALMAS. SPANISH LEFT, ACCORDING TO 
ABERKANE, THEREFORE THREATENING TO WITHDRAW ITS SUPPORT 
FOR ALGERIA'S POLISARIO CAUSE IF ALGERIANS DO NOT 
ABANDON CUBILLO.LYNE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: BOMBING, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, ALLEGATIONS, TERRORISTS, AIRCRAFT ACCIDENTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 06-Apr-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977ALGIER00885 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 20-0002 
Format: TEL 
From: ALGIERS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770484/aaaacvep.tel 

Line Count: 106 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: d901efa9-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 MADRID 2395 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2887519 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
Subject: CUBILLO AGAIN 

TAGS: PFOR, SP, AG, PANAM, KLM, (CUBILLO, ANTONIO) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/d901 efa9-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



